
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 14-Day Bruges - Paris Bike & Barge Tour 
June 8 – June 22, 2019 

Total Cost: $3,300 (Transportation to and from  Special International Cancellation Policy: 
Europe not included) Before 1/15/19: Refund all but $100 

Deposit: $1500 (paid at time of registration) Between 1/16-3/15/19: $1,500 cancellation fee un- 
Final Payment: $1800 due by 1/15/19  less tour is full and your spot is filled, then $100 
Rider Limit: 18 – NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENTS! After 3/16/19: Loss of total fee unless tour is full and  
Tour Leaders: Ralph Nussbaum & Francien van der Lee  your spot is filled, then $100 cancellation fee 
Tour Rating: Easy/Intermediate  

  WE STRONGLY ADVISE YOU PURCHASE TRIP INSURANCE! 

THE BARGE:  
The Fleur is a comfortable passenger barge with a charming appearance. She is 128 feet long and 16 feet 
wide and is tailor-made to the narrow French channels and locks. The cabins are small compared to a hotel 
room but very practical and very nicely laid out (see picture below).  The Fleur is a two-story barge. The 
saloon, a spacious sitting area, a nice bar and a sun deck are on the upper deck. On the lower deck, the 
Fleur has 10 guest cabins for two persons (no bunk beds), all with private shower and toilet as well as a 
hairdryer and a safe. The barge is fully air-conditioned. The price for the tour reflects this upgraded barge, 
the fact that this is a 2-week tour as opposed to the 2017 ten-day Dutch tours, and we are travelling through 
France (generally more expensive than the Netherlands. (More pictures of the Fleur on the last page.) 
 
WHAT’S INCLUDED:  
14 days, breakfast, packed lunch, 13 x dinner (3 courses), entrance fees to museums and other attractions 
including a bus tour of some of the major battlefields of WWI. In addition, each of us will have the free use of 
a high end 11 speed hybrid bike equipped with a lock and nice pannier, so there is no need to bring your 
bike with you. (We even provide a helmet and water bottle!) 
 

BRIEF OVERVIEW: 

Our starting point is Bruges, with its picturesque town centre, probably the most beautiful of the historical 
Flemish cities. From Bruges we bike through the beautiful countryside of Western Flanders to Ghent, in order 
to breathe in the atmosphere of the old days in the town centre with its impressive Belfort and the St. Baafs-
cathedral. Next, we visit Oudenaarde and Tournai, which was an important cathedral city for the pilgrims 
during the Middle Ages.  

Once in France, where the river Schelde is unnavigable, we will cruise the wonderful old canal of St. Quentin, 
through the 6 km canal tunnel of Riqueval to the historic city of St. Quentin, where we will visit the gothic 
basilica and the old town hall. We will also take a guided bus tour of the battlefields of the Somme which 
played such an important role in WW I. 

After that we follow the valley of the Somme (a major battlefield in WWI) in a southerly direction to Compiegne. 
From the Middle Ages on, this part of France was the centre of the French kingdom. We follow the valley of 
the river Oise with its varied scenery and arrive at Conflans. Here the Oise flows into the Seine and we follow 
this river upstream into the direction of Paris. We will sail the Seine river right through Paris, along the Eifel 
Tower and the Louvre museum to our final mooring in the centre of Paris. 

 

COMPLETE ITINERARY ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES 



 

DAILY ITINERARY (subject to modification): 

Day 1 - Saturday, June 8: Bruges 

 We meet the Fluer (our floating hotel) in Bruges, also 
called the Venice of the North.  According to many, it is the 
most beautiful of all the Flemish cities. Its old centre, which 
dates from the Middle Ages, is almost completely intact.  
At one time Bruges was a metropolis, centre of trade as 
well as art, which we can still fully enjoy. 

Day 2 - Sunday, June 9: Bruges – Ghent - About 40 km 

 While we enjoy breakfast our barge will cruise the 13 km 
to Beernem, where we start biking across the beautiful 
countryside of Western Flanders to Ghent.  Ghent is a 
lively university city, again one with a rich past. The city 
has its origins in Roman Times, at the place where the 
rivers Leie and Scheldt converge. This favorable location 
brought a great deal of prosperity over the years, which 
had its peak late 13th, early 14th century.  Textile industry 
brought great wealth.  In the city center, many of the old 
patrician houses have been preserved. In the 
Clothmakers’ Hall (1425) textile merchants used to meet.  
The major church is St. Baafs’ Cathedral, built in various 
ages and in various styles. In the cathedral, you can 
admire several masterpieces of mediaeval painting, of which the ‘Adoration of the Lamb’ by Jan van Eyck 
is the most famous.  

Day 3 – Monday, June 10: Ghent – Oudenaarde - About 45 km 

Today we bike from Ghent along the River Bovenschelde to Oudenaarde.  
Oudenaarde is a small town, which was situated on the border between the French 
and German Empires, so the town was the site of many wars. Because it was often 
in the firing line, there was always someone on the look-out. The most famous 
watchman, Hanske de Krijger, still stands atop the magnificent town hall. The town 
hall was built in the first half of the 16th century and is one of the most beautiful in 
Flanders. Built in the Brabant late-gothic style, it’s constructed of sandstone from 
Balegem. Oudenaarde is also known as the town of tapestry weavers. The tapestries 
became famous all over the world. Before reaching Oudenaarde we will visit an 
interesting archaeological site of the old Abbey Ename which is located at the east-
side of the river Scheldt.  

Day 4 - Tuesday, June 11: Oudenaarde – Doornik (Tournai) – About 42 km 

Before we leave Oudenaarde, we have a guided visit to the 
beautiful town hall. After that we follow the river Scheldt upstream 
and cross Belgium’s “linguistic frontier,” arriving in the French-
speaking Walloon region. From here on people speak French and 
the villages, towns and cities have a French name.  

 Today’s destination is Doornik (Flemish) or Tournai (French), one 
of the oldest towns in Belgium. Doornik  was under French rule until 
early in the 17th century. Just as in Oudenaarde, after the decline 
of the textile industry, tapestry became important here.  In 1940 the 
entire town centre was destroyed in a German air raid but 
renovation of the town has been very successful. We will definitely 
want to see the Notre Dame cathedral (12th and 13th century) and 
the Belfort (free standing bell tower), built around 1200.  

Day 5 – Wednesday June, 12: Doornik (Tournai) – Pont Malin 
(Bouchain) - About 50 km 

 While eating breakfast, we cruise towards the French-Belgium border, through the so-called ‘white land’, 
where lime stone had been quarried since roman times.  We’ll start today’s ride from the fortified town of 



Antoing.  We will follow a part of the old pilgrimage route to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. We pass 
border villages and will end up in Bouchain, France.  

 We spend the night at the great lock of Pont Malin along the Canal de l’Escaut, a major canal, which 
connects southern Belgium and north-central France to Dunkirk on the Atlantic.  

Day 6 – Thursday, June 13: Pont-Malin – Cambrai – Honnecourt - About 60 km 

 We leave the large canal during breakfast into the much 
smaller and older canal of St. Quentin. The Fleur is perfectly 
suited for the size of its locks and low bridges. The canal was 
built starting in 1801 by Napoleon to transport coal from the 
mines to the north. 

We begin cycling at Thun l’Evèque to Cambrai, once a roman 
provincial capital and an important destination for pilgrims. 
We will spend some time there looking at some of the 
impressive restored buildings of the city fortress, built under 
Charles V.  From here, we cycle on to Marcoing and where 

we will follow the valley of the Scheldt (l’Escaut in French).  We pass the ancient abbey of Vaucelles to 
our final destination, Honnecourt. 

Day 7 – Friday, June 14: Honnecourt – Tunnel of Riqueval - St.Quentin – About 65 km 

While enjoying breakfast, the Fleur will cruise through the tunnel of 
Riqueval.  At 5.6 km it is the longest canal tunnel of several through this 
hilly countryside.  Like in former years, barges are still pulled through 
the tunnel in two hours by an electrically driven towboat. Above the 
tunnel there is the watershed between rivers  Escaut (Schelde) and 
Somme. From there the barge therefore goes downhill again into the 
direction of St.-Quentin.  

 We leave the Fleur just after the tunnel and head for St.Quentin which 
arose in the 2nd century at a junction of roman roads. The lively provincial capital of the Aisne region 
flourished as a destination for pilgrims around the grave of St.-Quentin. The gothic basilica was built 
between 1230 and the 15th century and has a unique double transept and windows from the 13th and 14th 
century. The Town Hall is a jewel from the 16th century, with a splendid façade in flamboyant Gothic 
style.  

Day 8 Saturday, June 15: St. Quentin 

Today the Fleur stays in St.-Quentin. We have organized a day excursion by 
bus to the battlefields of World War I in the Somme valley. There should be 
enough time left over to explore the city of St. Quentin with its gothic basilica 
and impressive old town hall.  

Today is also a day off for the crew, so there is no dinner on board. You can 
select one of the many outstanding restaurants of St. Quentin. 

Day 9 – Sunday, June 16: St. Quentin – Chauny - About 48 km 

 During breakfast, we sail several kilometers south-west through the valley 
of the Somme.  We will start our cycling after breakfast riding through the 
Somme region which offers a rural countryside with many picturesque 
small villages, to Ham. The Fleur continues along the old canal of St. 
Quentin to Chauny, where we will spend the night. 

Day 10 – Monday, June 17: Chauny – Compiègne - About 60 km 

Again, as we eat breakfast the Fluer will continue along the old canal 
towards Compiègne.  We will hop on our bikes after breakfast and set course for Compiègne. We’ll be 

riding through the forest of Ourscamp,  cross the River Aisne 
and into the forest of Compiegne at the other side is the 
“Clairière de l’Armistice”, the place where the French and 
German generals signed for the end of WWI and the surrender 
of France in WW II.  We will visit the small but interesting 
museum over there. From there you can head for Compiègne 
or make an extra loop and pass by the castle of Pierrefonds. 
Compiègne owes its magnificent buildings to the proximity of 



Paris and the great woods, where the French kings loved to stay. You will definitely want to visit the 
beautiful gardens of the Château. 

Day 11 – Tuesday, June 18: Compiègne – Creil  - About 60 km 

` Today we cycle first through the forest south of Compiègne 
after which we follow the valley of the Oise further 
downstream into the direction of Creil. Right before Pont-Ste-
Maxence we pass by the abbey of Moncel, founded in 1309 
by King Philip the Fair. Pont-Ste-Maxence owes its name to 
the fact that very early on there was a bridge (pont) across 
the Oise. Pont-Ste-Maxence became a place to spend the 
night for merchants and kings, who were on their way to 
Flanders. Our final destination is, Creil, known in the 19th 
century for its fine pottery.  

Day 12 - Wednesday, June 19: Creil – Auvers sur Oise - About 54 km 

We start cycling out of busy Creil towards the 
precious and famous castle of Chantilly also known 
for the horse-racing circuit by 
the same name and the royal 
stables. After our visit, we 
continue through beautiful 
forest and visit the abbey of 
Royaumont.  After that we will 
cross the river Oise and follow it 
to Auver sur Oise, where 
Vincent van Gogh spent the last 
days of his life and where he 
and his brother are buried in the cemetery. This 

region was very popular with many impressionist painters.  If there’s interest, we can take an after dinner 
walk to the cemetery. 

Day 13 - Thursday, June 20:  Auvers - Conflans – Reuil-sur-Seine - About 48 km 

  During breakfast we will sail to Conflans -Sainte-Honorine, 
where the Oise and the Seine converge. Conflans (confluence) 
has been an important shipping centre in North France since the 
19th century.   

The cycling starts in Conflans and brings us first to St. Germain-
en-Laye where we will climb to the palace and from the palace-
garden for a splendid view over Paris. After that we continue 
through the suburbs towards Reuil-sur-Seine where we will 
spend the night.  

Day 14 – Friday, July 21: Paris 

Today our Bike and barge Tour changes to a cruise as the Fleur 
sails up the Seine River to Paris.  As the Seine makes a number 
of large curves cruise past the Eiffel tower, the Louvre, the musée 
d’Orsay, the Ile de la Cité and the Nôtre Dame. Mooring place of 
the Fleur is in the centre of Paris.  You can spend the rest of the 
day as you like. You can explore the city by subway, or by a bus 
that takes you along all the sights. 

 We will have our last group dinner onboard the Fleur celebrating 
a wonderful trip with one more sumptuous dinner. 

Day 15 – Saturday, June 22: Paris 

 After enjoying our final breakfast on board the Fleur it will be time to head our separate ways!  Perhaps 
you want to take the opportunity to spend a couple of extra days to explore the wonders of Paris and its 
environs. 

 

MORE PICTURES OF THE FLEUR ON THE NEXT PAGE 



 


