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A Touring Season That Was Not To Be
We have made the difficult decision to “pull the plug” on our last two tours of the season in the Willamette Valley and the
Idaho Panhandle. Every fiber in our bodies wants to feel that we are heading back to normal and that we can safely run
these tours but unfortunately the reality would seem to dictate against it. As those who have been on our tours before
know, we stress safety as our #1 priority and we just cannot foresee running a 25-35 person tour safely with the COVID-19
virus as prevalent and out-of-control as it still is. We do not feel comfortable asking our wonderful sag support ladies to get
on an airplane and fly from Texas and California, respectively. We do not see how we can serve our lunches and snacks
without a great deal of extra effort and labor from those fine women. We also wonder how comfortable folks would be
sharing a room with someone who is not a member of their regular household. Last, but certainly not least, as we travel
through rural Oregon and Idaho, we certainly would not want to be responsible for bringing the virus to those small towns
as we use their facilities. We had really held out hope that we could still salvage at least some of the touring season.
Thanks again to all on the Pegasus family for being so understanding and supportive. It’s an honor to lead your tours and
we hope to be back at it next year.

A Note from Our European Representative
As this newsletter goes out we should have been in Ronda, Spain enjoying the first of our two International Tours. These
tours wouldn’t be possible without the expert and professional hard work of our European co-leader, Francien van der Lee.
We have been working with Francien since 2014 and it has been an absolute joy! She asked to include this little article in
our Bike Flyer:
Here is a little message from Francien van der Lee, Pegasus “representative” in Europe. It has been a pleasure
working with Ralph and Carol and hopefully we will have many more travels together. I have met quite a few of
you over the past years, and a bunch of you were looking forward to travelling to the south of Spain now to enjoy
cycling in Andalusia. But as we all know, touring in other countries is a little different in 2020….
As I am writing this, I normally would have done some last-minute checks of the routes, sent out some last tips
and tricks to Ralph, scheduled our breakfast times with the hotel and make sure all the rental bikes are ready for
their riders…. Instead I am home, with an almost empty schedule for the summer and feeling regrets that I will not
visit Ronda in Andalusia this year.
So I decided to send some pictures from previous trips to Ronda so everyone
can still have a taste of all the beauty that this area has to offer. In the meantime
I will ride my bike close to home – also beautiful – but I miss the company of
cycling buddies. I wish all of you a good summer, stay healthy and take good
care of each other. Already looking forward to seeing you in 2021!
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2021 International Tour Registration Open August 21—August 30
As mentioned in the second article, we should be in Europe with Francien right now, leading the first of two fantastic International
Tours in Spain and Italy. As you already know, we feel fortunate that we were able to re-schedule those tours for 2021. The
majority of the folks on those tours chose to transfer their registrations to 2021 but both have openings, so we will re-open these
tours in late August. Next year’s International Tours start with the Bolzano-Venice Tour May 29-June 12, 2021. We are calling
this a hybrid tour as it starts as a classic point to point hotel tour for the first week where we ride from the Bolzano in the foothills
of the Dolomites to the beautiful Renaissance city of Verona. From there it becomes a bike and barge tour as we follow the Mincio and Po Rivers and canals from Venice back to Mantua. This will undoubtedly be a tour of a lifetime. Check it out at Venice.
Currently there are 6 spots available for this incredible tour.
Our second tour is a fixed-based tour in Ronda in the Andalusian hills of Spain in the southeast corner of Spain along the Mediterranean. This 10 day tour (June 16-25, 2021) includes a bus trip to Granada on our rest day and ends along the Mediterranean
in beautiful Malaga. See all the details at Andalusia. This tour has 4 spots available. Both tours will be limited to 20 participants
so you don’t want to miss this initial registration period.
As per usual a lottery, if necessary, will be held after August 30th for those tours where the number of registrants exceeds the
number of spots available. There is no rush to register right away on August 21st but you do want to be registered by August
30th to be eligible for the lottery.

Tentative 2021 Tour Schedule
Amidst all the tour cancellations for this summer, it’s hard to think about 2021. But we have to remain optimistic that we will get
through this pandemic and that life will return to some kind of normalcy. With the knowledge that we may still not be out of the
woods next year we would like to put forth what we hope will be our schedule for 2021. Let’s all keep our fingers crossed that
we may again enjoy each others’ company on a tour.

TENTATIVE 2021 PEGASUS BIKE TOURS SCHEDULE
DATES

TOUR

LOCATION

LEVEL

April 22-26

4-Day Eastern Washington Tour

Chelan, WA

Intermediate/Adv

May 1-9

Sonoma Valley Fixed Base Tour

Healdsburg, CA

Intermediate/Adv

May 20-24

4-Day Fixed Base Omak Tour

Omak, WA

Intermediate/Adv

May 29–June 12

Bolzano-Venice, Italy Hybrid Tour

Bolzano, Italy

Easy/Intermediate

June 16-June 25

Andalusia, Spain - Fixed Base

Ronda, Spain

Intermediate

September 11-19

Oregon Coast Tour

McMinnville, OR

Intermediate
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