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Central California — A Tour Report by Michael Hooning 

An intrepid band of cyclists gathered in San Luis Obispo, California on the evening of 6 April to embark on a journey 
through Central California’s wine country, and along the spectacular central coast. Some were old friends, and others soon
-to-be new friends, and all were excited and perhaps a little nervous about the challenges to come. We were introduced to 
our leaders Ralph Nussbaum and Pam Austin, and to our intrepid support staff Kathleen Schindler and Carol Nussbaum. 

Bright and early the next morning we started with the first challenge of the tour: a five-mile ascent on the shoulder of Hwy. 
101, into our first taste of the marine air that often invades the interior valley on spring mornings. By noon, when we en-
joyed lunch in the magnificent barrel room at the Opolo winery, the sun was out, and we were treated to a beautiful after-
noon ride into Paso Robles. The next day was marred only by a vicious headwind when we traversed the valley into King 
City. More wind the next day made the ride to Pinnacles National Park too challenging for some, but those who made it to 
the park enjoyed a glorious ride back to King City with the wind (mostly) at our backs. The next day saw more headwinds 
as we rode toward the coast range, where we endured an endless climb to the summit followed by a quick descent into the 
lovely Carmel Valley, and finally Carmel by the Sea. 
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We had a full day to explore Carmel and the Monterey peninsula, and many took the suggested loop despite the forecast of 25 
knot winds from the north. Fortunately, the last two days of the tour would proceed south down the coast. Speaking for myself 
and possibly others, this was why I signed up for this tour, and I was not disappointed. As a long-time resident of the Pacific 
Northwest, I have always loved the Oregon coast. The stretch of Hwy. 1 that we rode from Carmel to Ragged Point on the penul-
timate day of the tour rivalled the beauty of Oregon’s coast, with a bonus of a redwood grove when we got to Big Sur! The most 
challenging day on paper turned into a glorious day of cycling with more spectacular scenery around every corner. We dined in 
style at the lovely Ragged Point Inn and slept with the sound of the ocean as we prepared for the last day’s ride back to San Luis 
Obispo, again with the wind at our backs. 

It was another memorable experience arranged by Ralph and Carol Nussbaum of Pegasus Tours. I know that I speak for all of 

us when I say thanks for a great tour, and we’re looking forward to the next adventure! 

 

Here’s a link to the Compleat Cen-
tral CA Tour Songbook, featuring 
parody songs I created while riding 
the tour: https://bit.ly/2W6OdBO. 
Enjoy! 

https://bit.ly/2W6OdBO


 

 

2019 PEGASUS BIKE TOURS SCHEDULE 
DATES TOUR LOCATION LEVEL STATUS 

April 6– April 14 Central California Tour San Luis Obispo, CA Intermediate/Adv Completed 

May 2—May 6 4-Day Omak Hill Country Omak, WA Intermediate/Adv Completed 

May 16-May 20 4-Day Eastern Washington Chelan, WA Intermediate/Adv Wait List 

June 8–June 22 Bruges-Paris Bike & Barge Bruges, BE Easy/Intermediate Wait List 

June 29-July 6 Amsterdam-Maastricht Bike & Barge Amsterdam, NL Easy Wait List 

July 6-July 17 Maastricht-Luxemburg Ardennes Tour Maastricht, NL Intermediate/Adv Closed 

August 17-25 Central Idaho Tour Ketchum, ID Intermediate/Adv Open 

Sept. 6-15 Western Colorado Tour Grand Junction, CO Intermediate/Adv Open 
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2020 Willamette Valley Tour Being Developed Now 
For three years in a row we ran a highly successful point-to-point tour in Oregon’s Willamette Valley. For 2020 we are in the pro-
cess of designing a revised version of this tour. Plans so far feature wineries, ferry rides, Oregon Gardens, covered bridges, 
historic parks and locations, verdant valleys, and stunning routes along the Willamette River. We want to do this while using a 
dual fixed base format to minimize the number of times we have to pack-up and move to a new location. Routes will be short 
enough to enjoy the sights, yet have enough challenge to make the rides interesting. Look for more details in a future newsletter 
and online at the Pegasus website. 

Western Colorado Tour Still Open 
Our last tour of the 2019 season is our Western Colorado Tour out of Grand Junction, CO. Although we recently had a couple 

people sign up for this tour, there are still openings .  This ride covers some of the most beautiful scenery the Centennial State 

has to offer.  We start the tour exploring the Colorado National Monument with its breathtaking rock formations and views.  We 

will spend a night at the luxurious Gateway Canyons Resort with its world renown car museum.  We ride through breathtaking 

canyons and climb the Dallas Divide on our way to Ouray where we will enjoy a day-off.  No tour of this part of Colorado would 

be complete without a ride through Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park.  We end our tour with a long but gentle climb 

up to the 10,000 foot Grand Mesa before concluding the tour with an epic downhill back to Grand Junction through fruit orchards 

and vineyards.  There is no better time to cycle the Rockies than September . The kids are back in school, the roads are quieter 

and the autumn leaves are turning gold.  Come join us for the adventure of a lifetime!  Get all the details at Colorado.  

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f4f9b0_a416e9e82adc4684a1182ee5dc2c2056.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f4f9b0_65ce6936ef2f4939a297d6e5cf9522e1.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f4f9b0_fb564d4bcfba43a0b32cdf61a3679166.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f4f9b0_1cf394d4a9524aaeb55c86982e65d51a.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f4f9b0_a5f1242b4259401fb22d1c5cd383c055.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f4f9b0_15a01b4bd54e426cae04632ba9974ae3.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f4f9b0_7a1208efdfc94445bf2d91d28795ed64.pdf
https:/docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f4f9b0_ee5dbc89a6804f839c028b87650beba4.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f4f9b0_ee5dbc89a6804f839c028b87650beba4.pdf

