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International Tours Have Started 

As you read this newsletter, we are in Spain co-leading the first of our three European tours.  It is such a wonderful expe-

rience to cycle in Europe!  Although we have made great strides in the USA to make cycling more accessible to all, we 

are still way behind the Europeans.  Make sure you take an opportunity to experience the joy of riding a bike in Europe. 

Some Reflections on the 2018 Eastern Washington Tour by Deb Matteliano 

As I write this, it’s 37 degrees outside in Buffalo where I live!  So, my memories of 
the last day of the 4 Day Eastern Washington Tour will warm my heart. Warm 
goodbyes, many new 
faces and friend-
ships. 

My thoughts turn to 
the beginning of the 
trip.  On the first day 
of our trip, the weath-
er was warm and 
sunshiny. Our legs 
acclimated to the 85 
mile stretch of road 
along the scenic Co-
lumbia river up the 
Methow Valley to the 
base of Loup Loup 
Pass. Our first sag 
stop had such a love-
ly selection, we 
looked forward to 

lunch in Carlton. Before we knew it, it was time for our lunch. 
Upon learning of our impending arrival, the grocer owning the 
area where we were having lunch left his shop to freshly mow 
the lawn for us! What a lovely gesture, and a warm welcome to 
the cyclists! This accommodating attitude was played out in 
many scenarios along the tour.  Establishments along the way 
were so warm and friendly. If one needed a coffee stop, or 
Ralph’s favorite, ice cream, we had a warm reception and fan-
tastic replenishment. 

We had a large group attending this tour. On our second day 
arriving at the hotel, we had a lovely young lady the front desk 
who gave out our room keys. One of our riders couldn’t wait to 
enjoy showering after a long hot ride. His roommate had obvi-
ously moved in already. Seeing a CPAP on the bedside table, he 
thought something was different about his cyclist roomie.  After 
his nice shower, his roomie appeared. After a brief exchange, 
his roomie was indeed a stranger! So much for bunking with a 
fellow cyclist! Unruffled, our stalwart tourer just packed up and 
regrouped. On to tour happy hour, for some jokes about his luck! 
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Our trip on Sunday brought us through some of the most 
charming scenic roads I have ever experienced. We had a 
beautiful lunch on the Colville Reservoir Indian reservation.   
 

Then onward to a descent that brings dramatic view of the 
Coulee Dam, 
where we stay for 
our final night. 
 

For the last day 
we completed 70 
miles and 3600 ft 
of climbing. I 
think of how the 
rain lifted on the 
climb to lunch... 

the high plateau with a snowcapped mountain range in the distance as we crested. I 
stopped to take a magnificent pic of Diego 
ascending to this crest. What a view! By the 
time I took out my camera… Diego was a 
dot! Jen Davis tells how Diego also a talent 
as a Spanish speaking dog whisperer as he 
had guided an escaped dog back to safety on our first day.  

I am sorry the tour is over. But we will always have our pictures to look at and smile at 
our memories of all the great weather, riding and new friends! Thanks Ralph, Pam and 
sags for putting on such a great tour! I’ll be back again as this tour is a favorite. 

Thanks Deb, our intrepid scribe! 
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An Epic Poem About the 2018 Omak Tour by Howard Eustis 

Big, bigger than us, and next to the power of a higher Nature. 
Or maybe just Nature, the rivers swelled up and ate what they wished, 
stacked it up,and looked for more. 
Brown and angry, the river current held standing waves 

That no eager boater would dare.  
Day one on a diverted route. 
 

Indians have owned these views along this majestic river 
For longer than our Christian faith, the same river cuts that which we roll along 

and admire, although the Native American Indians living here today  

came more recently with less wonder in their eyes. Even the buried Chief Joseph, 
pushed here and humiliated, was dug up and moved from his grave. 
We get 14 miles of chip seal. I believe that we suffered less. 
Day two on a route rode backwards. 
 

Confidence in biking can be dangerous.  
Knowing the routes from prior tours can get you on the climb. 
The feeling that you are alone is not good. 
Now you actually read the cue sheet and see that 
highway 20 is not on it. Head back down the climb and start over. 
My wife is still talking to me, so this is good. 
The Okanogan Highlands is the reward after a long morning climb, taking you to a 
plateau of old homesteads, green grass fields, with old round rocks.  
You pass through beauty so that you ride the brakes all the way to the bottom. 
Day three. 
 

Conconully sits at the bottom of a draw, a beautiful town, along the shores of a perfect lake all well scrubbed. 
The ride takes you along ridges that gives views of majestic Valley fames. The Scotch Creek Basin 

is as grand as valley can be. 
Snake skins (Rattle Snakes?) along the road side and 

Dead coyotes in the ditches. 
The morning was cool as we rode along a stream into the open lands. 
The sun came out to remind us where we are. 
Last day, day four. 

Our poet in residence 



 

 

2019 PEGASUS BIKE TOURS PROVISIONAL SCHEDULE 

DATES TOUR LOCATION LEVEL 

April 6– April 14 Central California Tour San Luis Obispo, CA Intermediate/Adv 

May 2 -May 6 4-Day Omak Hill Country Omak, WA Intermediate/Adv 

May 16-May 20 4-Day Eastern Washington Chelan, WA Intermediate/Adv 

June 8–June 22 Bruges-Paris Bike & Barge* Bruges, BE Easy/Intermediate 

June 29-July 6 Amsterdam-Maastricht Bike & Barge Amsterdam, NL Easy 

July 7-July 17 Maastricht-Luxemburg Ardennes Tour Maastricht, NL Intermediate/Adv 

August 17-25 Central Idaho Tour Ketchum, ID Intermediate/Adv 

September 6-15 Western Colorado Tour Grand Junction, CO Intermediate/Adv 

International Tour Registration (Except Bruges-Paris*) - August, 2018 

Domestic Tour Registration - October, 2018 
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Provisional 2019 Pegasus Tour Schedule: (Dates subject to change) 

2018 PEGASUS BIKE TOURS SCHEDULE 

DATES TOUR LOCATION Status LEADERS 

May 3-7 4-Day Eastern Washington Chelan, WA Completed R. Nussbaum/P. Austin 

May 17-21 4-Day Omak Hill Country Omak, WA Completed R. Nussbaum/D. Karlen 

May 30-June 9 Girona/Catalonia, Spain Girona, Spain In Progress R. Nussbaum/Francien v.d. Lee 

June 23-July 7 Bruges-Paris Bike & Barge Bruges, Belgium Closed R. Nussbaum/Francien v.d. Lee 

July 7-14 Paris-Montargis Bike & Barge Paris, France Closed R. Nussbaum/Francien v.d. Lee 

July 20-29 Salish Sea Tour Mt. Vernon, WA Open to 1 Male D. Karlen/R. Nussbaum 

Sept. 11-23 S. Utah National Parks Cedar City, UT Wait List (0) R. & C. Nussbaum 

April  7-14 Solvang Spring Week Solvang, CA Completed R. Nussbaum/P. Austin 

2018 Pegasus Bike Tours—There’s Always the Wait List! 


